
 

 

 

 
 

Joe Battista is a professional speaker, author, columnist, and owner of Pragmatic Passion LLC 

Consulting. His book "The Power of Pragmatic Passion – 7 Common Sense Principles for 

Achieving Personal and Professional Success," was released in September of 2018. Joe 

currently serves as an Area Representative and Board member for the South Coastal Fellowship 

of Christian Athletes (FCA) and as an instructor and lecturer for Overspeed Hockey.  

 

Joe is a former Vice President of Hockey and Business Administration for the Buffalo Sabres 

(NHL) and Director of Amateur Hockey for the Pittsburgh Penguins (NHL). At Penn State 

University he was the Executive Director of The Nittany Lion Club responsible for annual 

fundraising ($14 million per year) for Athletics, and a Major Gift Fundraiser for the Smeal 

College of Business. He served as the Vice President of Business Development and an Executive 

Coach for the National Athletic and Professional Success Academy (NAPSA), and an Advisory 

Board member for Northwest Bank and the Happy Valley Adventure Bureau (HVAB) Sports 

and Entertainment Alliance. 

                 

Known as “The Godfather of Penn State Hockey,” he was the head coach of Penn State Ice 

Hockey for 19 years, where his teams won 512 games and six (6) ACHA national 

championships. He helped secure the largest single philanthropic gift in Penn State history ($88 

million) from Terry and Kim Pegula in 2010. The gift grew to $102 million to establish NCAA 

Men’s and Women’s hockey teams and construct the award-winning Pegula Ice Arena. As an 

Associate Athletic Director, he oversaw the arena design, construction, operations and transition 

of the teams to NCAA Status. 

 

Joe’s passion for helping others is based on his long-time mantra that “Someone has to care.” He 

was a co-founder of the American Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) that now oversees 

560 programs in 5 Men’s and Women’s Divisions. He is a member of the ACHA Hall of Fame, 

The Penn State Hockey Hall of Fame, and the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame. The American 

Hockey Coaches Association named Joe the 2014 winner of the prestigious "Lou Lamoriello 

Award" for his career contributions to college hockey. 

 

Joe is a 1983 graduate of Penn State's Smeal College of Business. He resides in Bluffton, South 

Carolina with his wife Heidi (PSU '81 & '83), and they have 3 children, Brianna (PSU '15), Jon 

(PSU '16), and Ryan (PSU ‘22). 



 

 

 

                  
 
 

          
 



 

 

 


